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COURSE INFORMATION 
 

 

 

Course description 
 

 According to our catalog: “Background and history of the Thessalonian church; special 

introduction to these epistles; translation and exegesis of the Greek text; special attention paid to 

Paul’s teachings regarding his own ministry, and regarding the second coming of Christ.” 

 

 

Course objectives 
 

 During this course you will produce your own translation of 1-2 Thessalonians from the 

Greek text, and will have discussed and understood the grammatical structures of the sentences and 

paragraphs. You will have read and compared several English translations of the books.  You will 

understand the historical and theological background behind Paul’s writing these epistles and the 

main points and themes of doctrine and practical applications found in them.  You will be able to 

translate on sight both books from the Greek, with limited lexical aids.  And you will research and 

write a paper on an interesting or controversial passage, using your Greek exegetical tools. 

 

 

Course outcomes 
 

By successfully completing this course, you should be able to do the following: 

 

 Be able to conduct further detailed study of these books, along with other similar NT books, 

using the Greek text and advanced Greek tools 

 

 Be able to teach lessons or preach sermons from 1-2 Thessalonians, based on the original text 

and a good understanding of the historical and theological background of the books 

 

 Be able to teach or preach on theological themes emphasized in these books, for example, 

employing the books’ emphasis on eschatology  

 

 To be able to preach or teach the practical duties of the Christian which are emphasized in these 

books, for example, the duties of brotherly love, sexual purity, and a productive and godly life 

 

 For those seeking ordination, be able to pass examinations in NT Greek and in Bible, as they 

relate to this material 



 

 To grow, following Paul’s example, in your dedication to Christ and to spreading his gospel 

 

 

English Bible reading 
 

 At the beginning of the semester the Thessalonian epistles are to be read in English three 

times, each time in a different translation.  Read carefully, noting the connection of paragraphs, and 

any possible passages for further investigation in your research paper. 

 

 

Translation 
 

 Both epistles are to be translated into English, in the format described in class.  The portions 

are due according to the schedule below.  We will go over the translations in class.  Be prepared to 

answer questions relating to the vocabulary and grammar of the passage due that day. 

 

 

Testing 
 

 For both the midterm and final examinations you will be expected to be able to translate any 

portion of the Thessalonian epistles covered so far, without the use of a lexicon (the final will be 

cumulative).  You will be provided with a list of brief definitions for words occurring less than 10 

times in the NT.  The tests will also include questions concerning parsings, grammatical features, 

and exegesis.  The midterm will include questions on the introductory material given in class. 

 

 

Research paper 
 

 The semester research paper is to be an exegetical study of a portion of the text from the 

Thessalonian epistles.  It is to demonstrate careful grammatical-historical-theological exegesis.  

The paper is to be typed, with the format described in Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of 

Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  Note that it is due in three stages: paper topic, paper 

outline and bibliography, and the paper itself. 

 

 

Grading 
 

 Translation  25% 

 Eng. Bible read.     5% 

 Research paper  20% 

 Midterm exam  25% 

 Final exam  25% 

 

 



Course schedule 
 

Aug.  29 Introduction to the course, and to 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

 

Sept.     5 (Labor Day recess) 

 

12 1 Thessalonians 1  

 

 19 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12; English Bible reading due 

 

26 1 Thessalonians 2:13 – 3:4; paper topic due 

 

Oct.   3 1 Thessalonians 3:5-13 

 

 10 1 Thessalonians 4:1-13 

 

 17 Midterm examination 

 

 24 1 Thessalonians 4:14 – 5:8 

 

 31 1 Thessalonians 5:9-28 

 

Nov.   7 2 Thessalonians 1; paper outline and bibliography due 

 

 14 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

 

 21 2 Thessalonians 2:13 – 3:5 

 

 28 Research paper due 

 

Dec.   5 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 

 

 12 Final examination 

 

  



COMMENTARIES ON THE THESSALONIAN EPISTLES 
 

 

 

Gottlieb Lunemann (in H. A. W. Meyer; from 3rd Ger. ed., 1867; ET 1880) 

 

John Eadie (1877) 

 

J. B. Lightfoot, in Notes on the Epistles of St. Paul, pp. 1-136 (1895) [also, “The Church of 

Thessalonica,” ch. 7 of Biblical Essays (1893) 

 

George Milligan (1908) 

 

James Everett Frame (ICC, 1912) 

 

Alfred Plummer (2 vol., 1918) 

 

George G. Findlay (CGT, 1925) 

 

William Hendriksen (NTC, 1955) 

 

Leon Morris (TNTC, 1958; revised, 1984) 

 

Leon Morris (NIC, 1959) 

 

John F. Walvoord (1967) 

 

D. Edmond Hiebert (1971) 

 

F. F. Bruce (WBC, 1982) 

 

Charles A. Wanamaker (NIGNT, 1990) 

 

David J. Williams (NIBC, 1992) 


